
 Admittedly, churches seem to “take a plunge” 

numerically during the summer months. People are on vaca-

tion, family activities change, children become engaged in 

any number of new ventures, and—of course—there are 

camps, Vacation Bible Schools, and jobs for the teens. An-

other area that also tends to plummet is the church’s evangel-

istic program. With all the changes taking place during the 

summer, it is easy to let the outreach efforts of the church 

take a vacation as well. But, is there ever a time that evangel-

ism should take a break? 

 It is understandable that times and approaches might 

need to change occasionally; however, as long as people are 

lost, evangelism can never have an official time off. As diffi-

cult as it might be, push through any hindrance summer has, 

and use the opportunities it brings to share the good news of 

the gospel.  

 Part of the point is this: If we stop outreach because 

of the timing, this will not be the only time evangelism will 

be hindered. Soul winning is hardly ever convenient for us. 

The need within the hearts of the lost, not convenience, must 

drive the timing of our witness. People need the gospel now! 

 Renew within yourself and the church a commitment 

to sharing the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. Al-

though the summer might change your usual route of travel, 

the gospel needs to go with you. It’s okay to go on vacation; 

in fact, it’s recommended—just don’t allow your outreach to 

take any time off whether you are traveling the road or stay-

ing at home. 

IS YOUR OUTREACH 

ON VACATION? 

Every Member Involvement 

Go online at www.vafwb.org 

and see the video presentation 

of this new organizational 

approach to church outreach.  

 

The promotional director is 

scheduling GRACE Outreach 

revivals, services, and train-

ing. Schedule services now! 

Dr. Bruce Barnes, Promotional Director     4846 Kempsville Greens Pkwy., #303, Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

www.vafwb.org               www.facebook.com/vafwb             dbrucebarnes@yahoo.com             757-407-1183 

 There is now a “gallery” of Virginia churches on the 

state Facebook page (www.facebook.com/vafwb). The ones 

online are just some of the churches where I have been in the 

past year. I am now trying to include every church where I 

have opportunity to visit. During this next year, I hope to in-

clude lots more.  

Call for more information at 757-407-1183. 

You can also check for available dates online by going 

to the “state events calendar” on the information tab. 

GALLERY OF VIRGINIA 

CHURCHES ONLINE 

The following 

articles are writ-

ten by the promo-

tional director 

unless labeled 

otherwise. 

STATE OFFICERS 

FOR 2014-2015 

 The following slate of officers will serve the Virginia 

Association of Free Will Baptists for 2014-2015. 

 

 Moderator: Paul Collins  

 Assistant Moderator: Rodger Castle  

 Clerk: Don White  

 Assistant Clerk: Bob Brown  

 State Treasurer: Gary Hill  

 Assistant Treasurer: Dave Nobles 

 Promotional Director: Bruce Barnes  

 National Association General Board: Bruce Barnes  

 Elected Executive Board: Marty Puckett, Don Hellms,        

Richard Barnes, Roger Bevins, Bob Brown  

 Home Missions Board: Dave Nobles, Larry Russell,            

Bob Brown, Glen Johnson, Rodger Castle, David 

Mizelle,   Earl Sutton  

 Board Member to Free Will Baptist Family Ministries:       

Evan White 

 CTS Director: Adam Bolin 

AFTER A FULL YEAR OF THE 

VIRGINIA PROMOTIONAL OFFICE 
 Debbie and I want to thank all of you who make it possible for this min-

istry to exist. It has been a pleasure to serve my brethren, and I look forward to 

all that the Lord has in store for us. We still need to raise a little more this year, 

but with your help the goal can be reached. 

 We’ve put together a special video of “thanks” to Virginia. You will see 

it at the bottom of the state website (www.vafwb.org). Also, read on the back an 

excerpt of my report to the state convention. It is a praise for what God is doing. 

http://www.vafwb.org/


FUNDING OF THE PROMOTIONAL OFFICE

26%

25%

36%

13%

Fast Snackers

Church Budget

Love Offering

Funds to Raise

 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR JULY & AUGUST 
 JULY 5: Midway Conference 

 JULY 7: Tidewater Minister’s Conference 

 JULY 12: Southwest Virginia Association, East Wise 

County Quarterly Conference 

 JULY 12: Central Virginia Conference 

 JULY 19: Southwest Virginia Association, Lee County 

Quarterly Conference 

 JULY 19: Clinch Valley Association, Sunbright Quarterly 

Meeting 

 JULY 27-30: National Association of Free Will Baptists, 

Fort Worth, TX 

OBSERVATIONS OF THE  

PROMOTIONAL DIRECTOR 

A SPECIAL PRAISE AS GIVEN IN REPORT TO 

THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION OF 

FREE WILL BAPTISTS  

JUNE 13, 2014 

 

 I have been in awe of God’s goodness, the gracious-

ness of God’s people, and the kind acceptance this office has 

received all across the state. It is my observation that we are a 

people much more united in heart, spirit, and purpose than we 

might have realized before, and I hope you will accept my 

testimony as a confidence to this fact. I truly wish I could 

take you with me to visit your brethren in other parts of the 

state and let you sense the connection that I am feeling.  

 We are a group committed to Jesus Christ, the 

preaching of the Word, and faithfulness to doctrine and prac-

tice. I find that we are congregations that all face the same 

problems of today’s encroaching culture, the apathy of people 

to the gospel, the unconcern of some Christians to faithful 

living, and the need to reach out more and more effectively 

with the gospel. There is no doubt but that we will do things a 

little differently here and there, but what joins us is greater 

than that which would be different among us. I am not over-

looking isolated problems that might exist, but I am recogniz-

ing instead the great comradery that prevails even more.  

 I cannot express in words my gratitude for this op-

portunity to serve you. After this first year of traveling our 

state, I am even more excited about our future because of the 

united connection we all have to the same purpose. I will con-

clude with this thought and encouragement. What you envi-

sioned for the promotional office is being realized. The con-

nections between associations, churches, and pastors are be-

ing made; the fellowship among our men and churches is im-

proving; and the commitment we are all having to a united, 

cooperative future is increasing.  

 May our Lord be with us as we go forward for Him! 

 

Your servant, 

D. Bruce Barnes 

Promotional Director 

This is a great resource for Sunday school classes, new-

convert lessons, or personal study. There are study questions 

and memory verses at the end of each chapter. At the conclu-

sion of the book, there is a thirteen-week breakdown of the 

readings with space provided for answering the questions. 

 

Chapter 1: Be Sure of Christ in Your Life 

Chapter 2: Hear from Christ through His Word 

Chapter 3: Speak to the Lord through Prayer 

Chapter 4: Find Edification through a Local Church 

Chapter 5: Witness of Salvation through Christ 

Chapter 6: Give of Your Means for His Cause 

Chapter 7: Turn from Wrong to Right 

 

SEE BELOW FOR SPECIAL ORDERS 

 

Multiple paperback book orders for Sunday schools or new-

convert lessons can be purchased directly through the promo-

tional director. When doing so, all the proceeds go to help sup-

port the promotional office. 

 

Contact the promotional director either by phone or email. 

THIS BOOK IS NOW 

AVAILABLE  ON 

 

VAFWB.ORG 

AMAZON.COM 

KINDLE E-BOOK 

 

 

COMING SOON AT 

 

BARNES&NOBLES 

NOOK E-BOOK 

 

 

PAPERBACK 

$8.99 

 

E-BOOK 

$4.99 

 AUGUST 1-2: Sandy Valley Association, Buchanan 

Count Conference 

 AUGUST 2: Harmony Association 

 AUGUST 2: Southwest Virginia Association, West Wise 

County Quarterly Conference 

 AUGUST 9: Northern Virginia Conference 

 AUGUST 24-27: GRACE Outreach Revival, CrossPointe 

FWB Church, Suffolk 

 AUGUST 30-31: 100 Year Celebration, Mary’s Chapel 

FWB Church, Coeburn 

PROMOTIONAL OFFICE FUNDING 2013-2014 

The chart on the right shows a reporting of the actual monies received as 

well as the pledges made both by churches and individuals to support the 

promotional office. The statistics that drive this chart are as follows: 

 

$   9,537.00  Funds raised through love offerings/honorariums 

$ 19,533.00  Total of church budget support pledged 

$ 18,654.00  Total of Fast Snacker pledges made 

 

$ 75,000.00 Total needed to fully fund the promotional office 

 

$ 27,275.00 Total needed to raise in order to be fully sustained 

 

These figures reveal that 64% of the yearly amount needed to fully fund the 

promotional office has been raised in real money or confirmed pledges.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS 

TO YOUR PLEDGES & GIFTS! 


