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9th Article in the Series by D. Bruce Barnes

Another word used in the New Testament for
instruction through God’s Word is noutheteo,
admonition. It indicates revealing what is wrong in
one’s heart or mind and thereby bring warning and
instruction. This admonition encourages one’s
adjustment to the appropriate pathway through a
reassuring reminder of what is correct. This
approach is a “well-meaning earnestness with which
one seeks to influence the mind and disposition” of
another; even so, it “presupposes an opposition to
be overcome” (Kittel’s; Vol IV; 1019).
Through Paul’s use of this word in 1 Corinthians
4:14-16, he brings out the gentle and heartfelt desire
behind the correction needed. “I write not these
things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn
you. For though ye have ten thousand instructors in
Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.
Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me”
(emphasis added). Paul’s instructive and corrective
spirit is unmistakably loving, fatherly, and compassionate. Such is the tone of this edifying approach
from the perspective of the one bringing the
instruction.
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ADMONITION, Preaching & Teaching, cont'd.
Another passage using this word (noutheteo) and concept (admonition) is 1
Thessalonians 5:12, which suggests the attitude the admonished need for those
bringing it to them. “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you." In the church at
Thessalonica, corrective measures were needed. Even so, they were to understand
the caring method by which these instructors sought to improve their
understanding, spirit, and attitude.
Most certainly, edifying admonishment is needed in the church and must be
characteristic of teaching and preaching. Without the heart of loving care behind
one’s words, the value of the message will likely fall on deaf ears. Yet, when sincere
compassion characterizes all that is said, a receptive spirit is more likely to be
realized. The goal of such admonition is caring correction affecting an improved
spiritual attitude. And when such is accomplished, a decisive change will occur in the
course of the hearer.
With this being understood, compassionate admonition cannot be assigned to
just “teaching” or “preaching” alone. To be most effective, any proclaimer of
Scripture must be caring in corrective admonishment. Such an approach will more
likely construct an atmosphere of reception needed by the one being warned.

Grateful for Your Ministry Among Us!
Rev. Jay Baines is the pastor of Great Bridge Free Will
Baptist Church in Chesapeake, VA. He also serves as the
moderator of the Tidewater Association of Free Will
Baptists, assistant clerk and assistant treasurer of the
Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists, a board
member of Randall House Publications, and a member of
the VAFWB Missions Board.
Jay and his wife, Annette Smith Baines, have been married for thirty-five years. They
have three boys, three daughters-in-law, and five grandchildren. Pastor Baines holds
a B.A. from Southeastern Free Will Baptist College in Pastoral Theology and
Administration with a minor in Sacred Music (1987). He also holds an M.A. (2008) and
M.Div. (2017) from Liberty University. He has served in church ministries as Minister of
Youth and Music for three years and for the remaining years as Senior Pastor of
churches in Alabama, Delaware, and Virginia.
Jay's ministry involvement has been evident and consistent through the years. He
puts great energy into all he does for people, the church, and ministry outlets. We are
grateful for the leadership and sacrifice this man of God makes for the Lord and our
state. Thank you, Bro. Jay!
D. Bruce Barnes, VAFWB Promotional Director
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Thank You Virginia!
Debbie and I thank you for the
recent recognition of our 50th
wedding anniversary. The state
association was gracious to surprise and honor this milestone
with two gifts (as seen here). One
is a wooden cutting board commemorating our anniversary, and
the second is a $200 gift card to
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse. We've
never been there before, and we
will ENJOY this treat! We love you
all. Thank you!

GO Promoters Needed at the National in Birmingham
We’re asking for your
help at the National in
Birmingham this year at
the GRACE OUTREACH
booth. We want to get
these cards to as many
pastors as possible with
an invitation to stop by
for information and
demonstration of the GO
software and introduction to Grace Bible.
Would you be willing to help? Come by
the booth, take some cards, share them
with your pastor friends, and encourage
them to stop by and see us.
We also have some "GO Ask Me"
buttons for those who would like
to wear one at the convention.
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Enjoy these free weekly devotions
being featured the next eight weeks
in BARNES on the Bay.

Subscribe at https://dbrucebarnes.com

