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Annual Meeting of the Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc. The meeting will be
held at New London Church, 12371 E Lynchburg Salem Turnpike, Forest, VA 24551

SO QUICK TO LOSE PERSPECTIVE
Debbie and I talked with some friends the other day about past mission trips we
had made. The stories we rehearsed finally brought us quickly to recall how poor
the people were where we had traveled, poor in many ways! I once again felt a
burden for these people, their plight, and their spiritual condition: burdens I
should have carried still. In our present world, even with its challenges and
frustrations, it is so easy to lose perspective of how blessed we are and how
much we have to share with the world. May the Lord help us keep our eyes and
hearts open to the world around us so that we might make a difference!
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PREACHING & TEACHING: Instructive Discipline
D. Bruce Barnes

Whether through preaching or teaching, the communication of truth works to bring about change within the
hearer. As this process occurs, a conflict will inevitably arise. This struggle between what has been the natural
order and what now opposes it leads to instructive correction. And this correction will come from God’s Word
through the instructor of truth.
The New Testament word for instructive discipline is paideuo. It means providing instruction, education, and
corrective guidance. It also goes further to indicate chastising or whipping. The concept is bringing a child to
maturity through its need for instructive direction and assuring compliance through sufficient discipline.
Instructive discipline and disciplinary correction are the ideas behind this word’s use.
The use of paideuo in the New Testament reveals how this works through the communication of Christian
truth. An example passage is 2 Timothy 2:25. “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth” (emphasis added). Paideuo’s use in this
passage shows the guidance needed for the people being taught the truth. Those being spoken of possess
knowledge, but their minds oppose their understanding. In this sense, paideuo correction gently but pointedly
disciplines by instruction of truth. The effect desired is not punishment but rather an authoritative adjustment.
In this sense, instructive discipline provides for the pupil’s coming to spiritual maturity. And it analyzes the
hearer’s response to truth and uses that truth to affect conformity. The goal is that of guiding corrective truth that
will affect spiritual maturity.
Understandably, such a need and process are equally crucial to teaching and preaching. Both these areas of
communication rely on the instructive and corrective discipline of God’s Word to produce practical and spiritual
compliance with the truth. Teaching will fail without it, as will preaching.

VAFWB ON THE CALENDAR
May 22-25, Forgiveness Conference, Bethany FWB Church, Norfolk, VA
May 28, Southwest Virginia Assoc., West Wise Conference
May 28, PR-DR: First FWB Church, Richmond, VA
June 11, John Wheeler Northeast Quarterly
June 16-17, Virginia State Assoc. Meeting, New London Church, Forest, VA
June 26-July 2, Northern Virginia Conference Youth Camp
July 24-27, National Association of Free Will Baptist Convention, Birmingham, AL

"For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom he receiveth" (Hebrews 12:6).
D. Bruce Barnes, VAFWB Promotional Director
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