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On the Spirit’s Guidance
In these last few articles, we are addressing the foundation that Christ and
His Word must have in one’s personal life and the church’s ministry. This week’s
theme emphasizes the importance of a ministry following the leadership of the
Spirit. With God’s work being founded on the Word of God and biblical
principles (and this is a must; see “Upon What Foundation? Part 2”), those in
ministry leadership must be sensitive to the Spirit’s direction in pursuing His
work and will. How does that work?
The Spirit always leads according to the divine will.
God’s will, of course, never counters His written Word. Yet, for specific
applications of and works based on His Word, the Spirit will lead through those
sensitive to His presence and direction. And even as that takes place, the Holy
Spirit will not bring conflict between those attempting to know His will. The
goal of the believer in this endeavor is to discern the mind of the Spirit. Such is
even applied as it concerns knowing how a believer should pray. In the
Amplified Bible, Romans 8:27 says, “And He Who searches the hearts of men
knows what is in the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what His intent is], because the
Spirit intercedes and pleads [before God] in behalf of the saints according to
and in harmony with God’s will.”
It is easy to assume that any successful practice is automatically God’s will
even within the Lord’s work. Such would be a matter of pursuing areas that
makes sense but might not have God’s direction in it. Some specific areas
might indeed be God’s will, but such must be determined through the peace
one gains through obedience and prayer. Human logic and reason are still
insufficient to decide on God’s direction. That is not to say God’s guidance will
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fail logic and reason; however, such is not the determining factor. The
importance here is one relying on the Spirit’s omniscience for a significant
result.
The Spirit always makes the best choice (among good decisions).
Even good and right things might not be best in a given situation because
the Spirit might want another good or right thing instead. This is indeed the
event recorded in Acts 16:6-10.
“Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, after they were come to Mysia,
they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not. And they passing by
Mysia came down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a
man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come
over into Macedonia, and help us. And after he
had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured
to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that
the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel
unto them.”

In God's Kingdom work,
He needs and uses
different personalities
and abilities.
We would think, “How can preaching the gospel

be wrong in Asia or Mysia or Bithynia?” God’s Word is needed everywhere,
without a doubt! However, the Lord alone knew where He needed His Word
preached at that time and by whom. Without sensitivity to God’s direction,
God’s purpose and blessing would have been lost in Macedonia. In like manner,
we must be conscious of God’s direction even in the areas where we serve. We
might see many good choices available to us, but the Spirit will always make
the best choice among good choices.
The Spirit always knows how to coordinate needs and personalities.
The Lord can use anyone to bring about His purposes. And His ability to see
beyond our understanding will, at times, make us wonder why He chooses the
people He does. Especially as it concerns Kingdom work, the Lord needs and
uses different personalities and abilities. We know that no one who serves the
Lord has the right to glory in ability but instead in God’s wisdom to use the
lowly.

“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which are
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despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things
that are:” (1 Corinthians 1:26-28).

We also see in Acts 13 that the Holy Spirit had many faithful prophets and
teachers within the church at Antioch. All of them were faithfully serving within
their callings; however, the Holy Spirit led them through prayer and fasting to
separate Barnabas and Saul for a unique area of service. It’s not that the others
were not worthy of additional service, but God knows who is best suited for
what He has planned.
And so should we be submissive to the Spirit’s leadership as we faithfully
serve. The Lord knows what He needs and who can best see it accomplished for
His glory and honor. Our task is to be found faithfully serving Him, and in time,
His calling may use us further. Don’t feel that you are less than others because
your abilities or calling is different than others. God is and will be using you
where He wants. Just be open to His direction.
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FEB. 20: PR-DIR. at First FWB
Church, Richmond, VA, AM Service
MARCH 4-5: Northern Virginia Teen
Retreat at Rapidan Baptist Camp
MARCH 5: Tidewater Association
Annual Meeting
MARCH 12: Central Virginia Assoc.
Meeting
MARCH 18-19: Northern Virginia
Men's Retreat at Rapidan
Baptist Camp
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THE FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT
(Let's not just read it but live it!)

Virginia State Meeting June 16-17 2022

"I Will Build My Church"
Dr. Robert Picirilli
June 16, 11:00 AM
"The Church and
the Shepherds"

Rev. Jamie Lane
June 16, 1:00 PM
"The Church and
the Savior"

Dr. Bruce Barnes
June 16, 2:00 PM
Seminar: Grace
Mission Ministries

Dr. Eddie Moody
June 16, 7:00 PM
"The Church and
the Sinner"

Rev. Jim McComas
June 17, 11:00 AM
"The Church and
the Saints"

New London Church
(Formerly King of Kings FWB Church, Forest, VA)

12371 E Lynchburg, Salem Turnpike
Forest, VA 24551

Make your reservations for
a motel of your choice in
Lynchburg earlier than
later!
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Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ,
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith
and practice, we now give ourselves to one
another by the will of God in this solemn covenant.
We promise, by His grace, to love and obey Him
in all things, to avoid all appearance of evil, to
abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy
conformity to the world, from all sanction of the
use and sale of intoxicating beverages, and to
“provide things honest in the sight of all men.”
We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations
in reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret
prayer, family devotions, and social worship; and
by self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor to
“grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.”
We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together for church conferences, public worship,
and the observance of the ordinances of the
Gospel; nor fail to pay according to our ability for
the support of the church, of its poor, and all its
benevolent work.
We agree to accept Christian admonition and
reproof with meekness, and to watch over one
another in love, endeavoring to “keep the unity of
the Spirit” in the bonds of peace, to be careful of
one another’s happiness and reputation, and seek
to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted,
admonish the erring, and as far as we are able,
promote the success of the church and of the
Gospel.
We will everywhere hold Christian principle
sacred and Christian obligations and enterprises
supreme; counting it our chief business in life to
extend the influence of Christ in society,
constantly praying and toiling that the kingdom of
God may come, and His will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.
To this end we agree to labor for the promotion
of educational and denominational enterprises,
the support of missions, the success of Sunday
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation
of the world. And may the God of peace sanctify
us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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